type Kaposi's sarcoma have been reported, although in mainland Japan this tumour is rare, and despite the fact that the mainland statistics include the Okinawa cases. Kaposi's sarcoma-associated herpesvirus (KSHV) or human herpesvirus 8 (HHV) has been identified in the tumours; detailed sequence analysis has revealed that there are five genotypes of the virus, and geographical differences have been described. In this paper, we analysed the sequences of HHV 8 in classical and AIDSassociated Kaposi's sarcomas in Okinawa and classified its genotypes. Conclusion: Classical KS cases in Okinawa were infected with HHV 8 genotype �／C which was also classified as subtype C. One granuloma pyogenicum case was also infected with HHV 8 genotype �／C. The AIDS-associated KS and PEL were infected with different type of HHV 8 (genotype I／A) which was considered to be similar to that frequently found in America. In Okinawa as reported previously, HHV 8 infection is more than 4 times higher than in mainland Japan, and due to HHV 8 genotype �／C infection, there are many cases of Kaposi's sarcoma. On the other hand, the numbers of cases of inflammatory pseudotumours and of Castleman disease in Okinawa are similar to those in the mainland. Further, there is no histological difference among the KS infected with genotype � and � viruses.
